
BUILDING UP THE CHURCH LIFE IN THE HOMES 

TRAINING AND EXERCISE (1) 

 

From Gospel Contacts to Vital Companions 

 

 

 

Supplemental Reading 

for Helpers 

 

 

 

 

Name: _______________________________ 

Church: _______________________________ 



 1 

SUP P LEMENTAL READING FOR HELP ERS  

Gen eral Su bject:  

P astu re  You r You ng Goats  by  th e  Sh eph erds’ Ten ts  

Message One 

Th e  Lord P astu rin g His  Flock for Its  Satis faction  an d Re st  

Scr ipture Reading: S.S. 1:2-8; 2:16; 6:3; J ohn 21:15-17; 1 Pet . 5:2; 3:7; Acts 16:31; J osh. 24:15 

I. “Te ll m e , you  w h om  m y sou l love s , w h ere  do you  pastu re  you r flock? Wh e re  do 

you  m ake  it  lie  dow n  at n oon ?”—S.S. 1:7a: 

A. Song of Songs 1:2a  says, “Let  h im kiss m e with  the kisses of h is mouth!” For  the Lord 

to kiss us is for  Him to show His love to us. 

B. After  asking the Lor d to show His love, the seeking one immedia tely rea lizes His love 

and says, “For your  love is bet ter  than  wine. / Your  anoin t ing oils have a  pleasant  

fragrance; / Your  name is like oin tment  poured for th; / Therefore the virgins  love you” 

—S.S. 1:2b. 

C. If we ourselves are drawn by the Lord, then  others a lso will run  after  Him—S.S. 1:4. 

D. She rea lizes tha t  she needs feeding, sa t isfact ion , and rest , and she  wants to know 

where to find it : 

1. To follow the footsteps of the flock is to follow the church .  

2. If she follows the flock, the church , she will find the place where the Lord feeds 

His young goats.  

II. “If you  you rse lf do  n ot kn ow , you  fa ire st am on g w ome n , go  forth  on  the  

foots te ps  of the  flock, an d pastu re  you r you n g goats  by th e  sh e phe rds’ 

te n ts”—S.S. 1:8: 

A. The “shepherd” is Chr ist , the “tents” are the churches, and the “young goats” a re the 

new believers.   

B. Under  the Lord as the Chief Shepherd there a re many other  shepherds; t he many 

shepherds pasture their  young by their  t en ts, tha t  is, where they live. 

C. To shepherd the believers is very crucia l for  their  growth in  the divine life—S.S. 6:3: 

1. The Lord is pastur ing all His seekers as lilies, t aking care of them, feeding them, 

and shepherding them tha t  they may grow—S.S. 2:16. 

2. While we seek to feed on  t he Lord, we have to feed others; we have to take care of 

our  “young goats”—John 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 5:2. 

III. “My be love d is  m in e , an d I am  h is ; He  pastu re s  h is  flock am on g th e  li lie s” (2:16); 

“I am  m y be love d’s , an d m y be love d is  min e ; He  pastu re s  h is  flock am on g the  

li lie s” (6:3); “I am  m y be love d’s , an d h is  de s ire  is  for m e . Com e, m y be love d, le t 

u s  go  forth  in to  th e  fie lds; le t u s  lodge  in  th e  v illage s . Le t u s  rise  u p e arly  for th e  

v in e yards; le t u s  se e  if th e  v in e  h as  bu dde d, if th e  blossom is  ope n , if th e  

pom e gran ate s  are  in  bloom; th e re  I w ill g ive  you  m y love ” (7:10-12): 

A. Where can  we find the Lord’s love? We can find it  as we  ca re for  new ones. 

B. Car ing for  people helps us to get  out  of ourselves. If you are in yourself, you cannot  

care for  others; ca r ing for  people helps us to get  out  of ourselves.  
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C. The more we come out  of ourselves, the more we see the Lord; the more we come out  

of ourselves, the more we see the Lord’s need and even the needs of the whole ear th.  

D. The more we shepherd people, the more our  hear t  is en larged; the m ore we shepherd 

people, the more we are able to love a ll kinds of people. 

E . As the Lord cont inues to work on us, and as we cont inue to come out  of ourselves, we 

will be able to love people, whether  they are younger  or  older  than us; we will be able 

to love the studen ts and even those with  whom we couldn’t  communica te. We can  love 

because the Lord’s love has filled us. 

F . In  the lover ’s  working together  with  her  Beloved, there is a  mutua l love giving for th 

it s fragrance between them as a  couple loving each  other , signifying the br ida l love 

between the lover  of Chr ist  and Chr ist , and in their  working places there a re plenty of 

fragrant  and choice fru it s, new and old, which  she stores up for  her  Beloved in love.  

 

Min istry  Excerpts: 

 

  The Lord is working as the Shepherd to build up the church  by shepherding His flock 

(21:15-17; 10:16). There a re three aspects of the Lord as the Shepherd: the good Shepherd 

(10:11), the grea t  Shepherd (Heb. 13:20), and the ch ief Shepherd (1 Pet . 5:4). Shepherding is 

not  for  individuals; it  is for  the flock. The flock is the church, and the church  is the building. 

By reading J ohn 21 and 1 Peter  we can see that  shepherding is for  the building of the church.  

 

Stirrin g Up th e  Disc iple s ’ Love  tow ard Him    

 

  In  21:15 the Lord J esus sa id to S imon Peter , “Simon, son  of J ohn, do you love Me more 

than  these?” The Lord was here restor ing Peter ’s love toward Him. Peter  did have a  hear t  to 

love the Lord, but  he was too confident  of h is own st rength, h is natural st rength . His love for  

the Lord was pr ecious, but  h is natura l st rength  had to be denied and dea lt  with. The Lord 

a llowed h im to u t ter ly fa il by denying Him to His face three t imes (18:17, 25, 27) so tha t  his 

na tura l st rength and his self-confidence might  be dealt  with . Furthermore, Peter  had just  

t aken the lead in  backsliding from the Lord’s ca ll. His na tural confidence in  h is love toward 

the Lord must  a lso have been dea lt  with by this fa ilure. Since he might  have been somewhat  

disappoin ted, the Lord came to restore h is love toward Him, to char ge h im with the 

shepherding of His church , and to prepare h im for  his mar tyrdom, so tha t  he would not  follow 

Him with  any confidence in  h is na tura l st rength . 

 

  In  chapter  twenty-one, Peter  was humble and very low. Undoubtedly he was quite 

disappoin ted. Th us, the Lord came in to recover , st rengthen, and restore h im. It  is quite 

meaningful tha t , in  front  of a ll the other  disciples, the Lord asked Peter , “Do you love Me 

more than these?” The Lord seemed to be saying, “Simon, have you forgot ten that  a  few days  

ago you sa id, in  the presence of a ll the others, that  a lthough they would forsake Me, you 

would follow Me to death? That  was your  word. Now, Simon, I ask you if you love Me more 

than  these do?” If I had been Peter , I would not  have had the face to say any thing. Peter  

simply replied, “Yes, Lord, You know tha t  I love You” (v. 15). Peter  could not  answer  the Lord 

with a  clear  word, for  he was in a  very perplexing situa t ion. He did not  say, “Lord, I love You,” 

or , “Lord, I don’t  love You.” How would you have a nswered the Lord if you had been Peter? 

Would you have sa id, “Yes, Lord, I love You more than a ll of these”? Would you have sa id, 

“Lord, I’m sor ry I don’t  love You,” or , “Lord, I’m sor ry that  I boasted and was unable to fu lfill 
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it ”? Peter  had lost  h is self-confidence and could say noth ing except , “Lord, You know that  I 

love You.” In  other  words, Peter  seemed to be saying, “I don’t  know whether  I love You or  not . 

Lord, You know. If I say tha t  I love You, I know tha t  th is does not  mean anyth ing. Former ly, I 

told You tha t  I loved You, but  I fa iled. In  fact , You told me tha t  I would fa il and deny You 

three t imes, and it  was so. Now, Lord, it  is up to You. You know—I don’t .” Here we see a  man 

who had become a tested and broken person. 

 

Ch argin g Th e m  w ith  Lam b-fee din g  an d Sh e e p-she ph erdin g 

 

  After  restor ing Peter’s love toward Him, the Lord J esus charged h im, saying, “Feed My 

lambs,” “Shepherd My sheep,” and “Feed My sheep.” The first  twenty chapters of the Gospel of 

J ohn st ress the mat ter  of believing in the Son tha t  we may have life (3:15). But  in  th is chapter  

it  is not  a  mat ter  of believing but  of loving. The fru it -bear ing in  chapter  fift een  is the out flow 

of the r iches of the inner  life. Here the lamb-feeding is the nour ishing with the r iches of the 

inner  life. In order  to feed others we need to enjoy the r iches of the Lord’s divine life. This 

requires tha t  we love Him. To believe in the Lord is to receive Him, and to love the Lord is to 

en joy Him. The Lord came as life and as the life supply to us. We need to h ave fa ith  in  Him 

and love toward Him. According to the Gospel of J ohn, these a re the two requirements for  

par t icipa t ing in  the Lord. 

 

  Lamb-feeding is by the nour ish ing with  the r iches of the inner  life, and 

sheep-shepherding is for  the building of the ch urch . Shepherding is for  the “flock” (10:14, 16), 

which is the church  (Acts 20:28). Therefore, it  is rela ted to God’s building (Mat t . 16:18). La ter , 

in  h is first  Epist le, Peter  indica ted th is by saying tha t  growth, by feeding on  the pure milk of 

the Word, is for  the building of God’s house (1 Pet . 2:2-5) and by charging the elders to 

shepherd the flock of God (1 Pet . 5:1-4). The growth  by nour ishing is for  the building. The 

Lord is st ill working with His disciples in  th is way. Today, by lamb-feeding and 

sheep-shepherding, the Lord is working with  us for  the building of the church . 

 

  By consider ing three chapters, J ohn 10, and 1 Peter  2 and 5, we sha ll see that  feeding the 

lambs and shepherding the sheep are for  the building up of the church. According to J ohn 10, 

the Lord laid down His soulish  life tha t  His sheep might  have His divine life and be brought  

together  as one flock. To br ing a ll His sheep together  as one is t ruly the building. In  1 Peter  2, 

Peter  says tha t  we, as newborn babes, must  be fed with th e pure milk of the Word tha t  we 

might  grow up to be built  up together  as a  spir itua l house. F ina lly, in  1 Peter  5, Peter , as one 

of the elders, charges the elders to care for  the sheep by feeding and shepherding them. 

Feeding the sheep is different  from sh epherding them. In  21:15 the Lord sa id, “Feed My 

lambs”; in  21:16, He said, “Shepherd My sheep”; and in  21:17, He sa id, “Feed My sheep.” To 

shepherd means to take care of the sheep, and to feed means to supply food to the sheep. 

While we are serving the Lord today, we must  not  only care for  His sheep, but  a lso feed them 

with  spir itua l food. It  is not  sufficient  simply to care for  and to look after  the brothers and 

sisters; we must  a lso feed them. In  verse 15 the Lord sa id, “Feed My lambs,” and in  verse 17 

He sa id, “Feed My sheep.” By th is we see that  both  the young believers and the more matured 

believers need the feeding. If the Lord has commit ted to us the burden of His flock, we must  

be sure to do two th ings—to feed them and to care for  them. (Life-study of J ohn , msg. 49) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL READING FOR HELPERS  

General Subject:  

Pasture Your Young Goats by the Shepherds’ Tents  

Message Two 

Th e  Fath e r’s  Lovin g an d Forgiv in g He art, 

an d th e  Savior’s  Sh e ph e rdin g an d Se e king Spirit  

Scr ipture Reading: Ezek. 34:4-5; 12-31; Eph. 5:29; 1 Tim. 1:15; Eph. 1:7; J ohn 10:10;  

1 Cor . 15:45b; 1 Cor . 12:13; Rev. 22:1; Psa . 36:8; Isa . 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19;  

Mat t . 9:9-13; Zech . 10:1; Psa. 23  

I. Th e  lack of th e  Fath e r’s  lovin g an d forgiv in g h e art an d of th e  Savior’s  

sh e ph erdin g an d se ekin g spirit  is  th e  re ason  for ou r barren n e ss —Eze k. 34:4-5: 

A. We need to have a  change of concept  through being discipled to have the divine 

concept , the concept  tha t  is according to the Fa ther’s loving hear t  and the Son’s 

shepherding spir it . 

B. Our shepherding should be according to God’s love toward the fa llen human race; the 

fa llen  human race is joined with Sa tan to be h is wor ld in h is system, but  God has a  

hear t  of love toward these people—J ohn 3:16. 

C. We need to be shepherds having the loving and forgiving hear t  of our  Fa ther  God in 

His divin ity and the seeking, finding, shepherding spir it  of our  Savior  Chr ist  in  His 

humanity. 

II. Th e  con te n t of God’s  e n tire  New  Te stam ent Econ om y in  His  com ple te  sa lvation  

is  Chris t as  th e  Son  of Man  to  che rish  u s  an d as  the  Son  of  God to  n ou rish  

u s—Eph. 5:29; 1 Tim . 1:15; Eph. 1:7; J oh n  10:10; 1 Cor. 15:45b : 

A. We need to cher ish  people in the humanity of J esus; to cher ish  people is to make them 

feel happy, pleasant , and comfor table—Matt. 9:10. 

B. We need to nour ish  people in the divin it y of Chr ist ; to nour ish  people is to feed them 

with the a ll-inclusive Chr ist  in  His fu ll minist ry in  three stages—Matt. 24:45-47. 

III. Th e  Lord’s  sh e ph erdin g in  life  brings  u s  in to  th e  e n joym e n t of His  

ble ss in g—Eze k. 34:11-31; Lu ke  15:3-10; Matt. 9:36; J oh n  10:11; 21:15-17; Heb. 

13:20; 1 P e t. 5:3-4: 

A. The Lord br ings His sheep to their  own land and to the high  mounta ins, the 

heights—Ezek.34:13-14. 

B. The Lord br ings His sheep back to the st reams, and He feeds His flock by the 

st reams—v. 13. 

C. The Lord br ings His sheep back to the good and r ich  pasture and causes them to lie 

down—34:14-15. 

D. The Lord binds up the broken one and strengthens the sick one—34:16a. 

E . The Lord exercises righteous judgments among God’s recovered people—34:17-22.  

IV. In  th e  m atte r of she ph e rdin g an d ca rin g for pe ople , w e  n e e d to  practice  

pe rs is ten tly , re gu larly , ordin arily, an d accordin g to  a  spe c ifie d tim e —Acts  2:46; 

6:4.  
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V. Th rou gh  His  sh e ph erdin g th e  Lord brin gs  u s  in to  th e  en joym ent of His  ble ss in g 

an d cau se s  u s  to  be com e  a  sou rce  of ble ss in g u n de r th e  sh ow e rs  of ble ss in g—vv. 

26-27a, 29; Ze ch . 10:1: 

A. First , we ourselves enjoy the Lord’s blessing, and then  the Lord will cause us to 

become a  source of blessing to others so tha t  they may be supplied —Ezek. 34:26. 

B. The unique blessing is the Tr iune God, and t h is blessing comes to us through the 

dispensing of the divine Being in to us in His Divine Tr in ity—the Fa ther , the Son, and 

the Holy Spir it—Eph. 1:3-14. 

C. Psalm 133 reveals that a living in which we, the brothers, dwell together in oneness 

causes God to come in to bless us with the anointing Spirit, the watering grace, and 

the eternal life. 

D. The day must come when we realize that in our work, in our Christian life, and in our 

church life everything depends on the Lord’s blessing—Eph. 1:3. 

E . The normal life of a  Christ ian is a  life of blessing, and the normal work of a  Chr ist ian 

is a  work of blessing—Num. 6:23-27; Matt. 5:3-11; 24:46; John 20:29; Gal. 3:14; 2 Cor. 

9:6; Rom. 15:29.  

 

Min istry  Excerpts: 

Be in g Ste adfast in  P ractic in g  

 

  We should not  car ry out  the hom e meet ings sporadica lly; ra ther , we should do it  steadily 

and cont inually, fifty-two t imes a  year . Even though there may be conferences, t ra inings, and 

join t  meet ings, we should t ry not  to inter rupt  the t ime of our  home meet ing. If one thousand 

homes in the church  in  Taipei mainta in such a  pract ice, the long-term impact  and benefit  will 

be immeasurable. I hope the elders will have a  clear  vision. (Crucial Words of Leading in  the 

Lord’s Recovery, Book  1: T he Vision and Defin ite S teps for the Practice of the N ew Way, ch. 6) 

 
In  order  for  the gospel teams to car ry out  a  successfu l work, they must  go out  in  a  regular  

and consistent  way. All school t eachers know tha t  students must  at t end school regular ly. If 

the school t erm is four  and a  ha lf months long, the stu dents must  go to their  classes da ily and 

weekly. Occasionally with in  one school semester  students may need to ask for  a  leave of 

absence or  remain home due to sickness. That  is common and excusable. However , if the 

a t tendance of a  class often  ranges from a  h igh  of sixty to a  low of th ir ty, it  will be difficu lt  for  

any proper  lessons to be taught  to tha t  class. If our  gospel t eam at tendance is not  regular , we 

may have result s, but  those result s will not  be sa t isfactory.  

 

According to my own exper ience, only one place where I labored had sa t isfactory 

results—Chefoo, my hometown. I a lso worked for  a  while in the nearby town of Tsingtao and 

had a  grea t  par t  in  the work in that  church. After  spending t ime in Shanghai for  quite a  long 

t ime, I went  to Taiwan. From  1950 on, I labored in  Manila  in the Philippines every year  for  at  

least  three or  four  months. Then I came to the United States. In  conclusion , I realized tha t  the 

situa t ion  was the same everywhere. Genera lly speaking, a lthough the teachings we gave were 

not  so adequate, the sa in t s were very responsive. They accepted the teachings and did 

something to put  them in to pract ice. However , the result s were not  sat isfactory. This was due 

to the fact  tha t  our  kind of service was not  car r ied out  in a  regular  way. Every class that  

achieves sa t isfactory results must  be regular ly a t tended. A class of for ty-five today and 

th ir ty-five tomorrow could not  be successful. (T alks concerning the Church  S ervice, Par t  Two, 
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ch . 8) 

 

Be in g s te adfast an d re gu lar 

 

All of us know that  students a t  school must  learn  to study in  a  regular  way. No student  

can  successfu lly fin ish  h is schooling by studying one n ight  unt il midnight  and not  studying at  

a ll for  the next  few days. He needs to receive the proper  inst ruct ion . Therefore, he must  

fa ithfully do h is homework for  two hours each  day. By studying a  few hours a  day in  a  regular  

way, he will surely be a  top student .  

 

Those who go out  to visit  people should go in  a  regular  way, according to their  vow to the 

Lord. We should make th is a  kind of habit . As the descendants of Adam, we are a ll the same. 

One day our  wife may make us very happy. Due to th is we are more than  excited to go out . We 

pray and become filled with the Spir it  and go our  rejoicing. Another  day we decide to go out  

visit ing, but  a  few minutes before we go, our  wife does something to make us unhappy. So we 

decide not  to go. Whether  we are happy or  unhappy, up or  down, we must  endeavor  to keep 

our  vow to the Lord. No appoin tment , fr iends, telephone ca lls, or  even weather  should stop us 

from going out . If we are not  consistent  in  our  going out , our  labor  will never  be successfu l. We 

must  have an  a t t itude tha t  we will not  be disappoin ted. If we do not  ga in  anyone th is week, 

then  we will go out  next  week just  the same. A carpenter  who does his carpentry work in  a  

regular  way will soon produce a  coffee table or  a  cha ir . However , with  many of the dear  sa in ts, 

their  good repor ts and test imonies a re like pieces of wood piled up, but  where is the furn iture? 

(ch . 10) 

 

P ractice  re gu larly , ordin arily , an d accordin g to  a  spe c ific  tim e  

  

  St r ict ly speaking, we do not  need everyone to serve the Lord with  their  fu ll t ime. 

According to the na tural law in  God's crea t ion, we cannot  work cont inuously for  twenty-four  

hours a  day. Throughout  the course of development  in h istory, human beings have come to the 

conclusion  tha t  the most  su itable way for  our  human life is to have eight  hours for  work, eight  

hours for  sleep, and eight  hours for  ea t ing, rest ing, t aking a  walk, exercising, or  engaging in 

other  act ivit ies, which consist  most ly of recrea t ion  and amusements. Without  recrea t ion  or  

amusements it  is difficu lt  for  human beings to feel pleasant , but  most  recreat ion and 

amusements lead people to commit  sins and do evil. As Chr ist ians and as those who love the 

Lord, we a lso need to have a  par t  of our  t ime in  our  living for  recrea t ion  and amusement . Our  

recreat ion , our  amusement , is our  church life. What  a  joy it  is to come to the meet ings to have 

mutua l fellowship with  the brothers and sisters, singing, praying, and test ifying! When there 

is no meet ing, we can go to preach the gospel to lead people to sa lva t ion , or  we can visit  the 

new ones to nour ish them in their  homes, br ing them to the small group meet ings to perfect  

them, and br ing them to the Lord’s Day meet ing, t eaching them how to prophesy in the 

meet ing. This is our  most  noble “amusement .” 

 

  I believe tha t  according to God’s a r rangement , every brother  and sister  can  afford at  least  

two n ights every week either  to visit  people for  gospel preaching, to nour ish  the new believers, 

to br ing them to the small group meet ings, or  to help them to learn to prophesy. If we can do 

th is every week, we will have a  normal Christ ian  life. If we live in  th is way, we can  br ing at  

least  two people to the Lord every year  and equip them to be per fected…We must  do th is 

regular ly, ordinar ily, and according to a  specified t ime; we should neither  be over ly zea lous 

nor  indifferent . This is to live the normal Chr ist ian  life, which  is the church  life in  the Lord’s 

recovery today. (T he Church  Life in the Lord’s R ecovery T oday , ch . 5) 
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SUP P LEMENTAL READING FOR HELP ERS  

Gen eral Su bject:  

P astu re  You r You ng Goats  by th e  Sh eph erds’ Ten ts  

Message Three 

P astu re  You r You n g Goats  by th e  Sh e phe rds’ Te n ts  

Scr ipture Reading: 1 J ohn 1:16a; J ohn  21:15-17; Mat t . 18:19-20; J ohn 15:16-17;  

Eccl. 4:12; S.S. 1:7-8  

I. In  orde r to  m in is ter life  to  oth e rs  an d m ain tain  ou r v ictory  for th e  bu ildin g u p 

of th e  ch u rch , w e  mu st h ave  a  re vive d liv in g an d a  labor in  sh e ph e rdin g th at 

flow  ou t from  ou r love  for th e  Lord—1 J ohn  5:16a; J oh n  21:15-17: 

A. Day by day we need a  fresh  consecrat ion  and direct  touch with  the Lord by which  we 

speak to Him and He speaks to us; every morning we should allow the Lord J esus, our  

Sun, to r ise up in us so that  we can be renewed—Lev. 6:12-13; Mal. 4:2; Psa. 

119:147-148; Prov. 4:18. 

B. We need to be dea lt  with  thoroughly by the Lord under  His light , having a  thorough 

repentance and confession  in His presence; if we listen to the Lord in  His dea lings 

with us, we will have a  t imely word to rescue others and sustain  the weary 

ones—Eph. 5:14; 1 J ohn 1:7, 9; Isa . 50:4-5; Exo. 21:5-6. 

C. We must  pick up a  burden to care for  unbelievers, young believers, new believers, and 

weaker  believers—Matt . 4:19; J ohn 21:15-17; S.S. 1:7-8.   

D. We must  have a  genuine hear t  of love and care for  others as a  nursing mother  and an 

exhor t ing fa ther ; the disposit ion  of our  new bir th  is one tha t  sacr ifices our  self, our  

soul, and even our  lives for  the care of others—J ohn 3:16; Mark 10:45; 1 Thes. 2:7, 11; 

2 Cor . 12:14-15; 1 Cor . 9:22.  

II. Love , in tere st, burden , an d prayer are  the  cru cia l an d bas ic  e lem e n ts  of n orm al 

sh e ph erdin g—Matt. 5:43-48; 1 Cor. 13:1-2, 13; Col. 1:9: 

A. If we do not have love, interest, burden, and sufficient prayer for people, our 

shepherding would not be effective. 

B. According to our  inborn na ture, most of us are uninterested in people. We do not like 

people, nor hope to be bothered, invited, or visited by them; rather, we prefer to live 

on the mountaintop. This is our natural inclination. But, if we remain in this 

condition, we are finished as far as God’s building is concerned—1 Cor. 3:12, 15. 

C. We need to love the new ones as the Lord loves them, being interested in them and 

car ing for  them; then, we need to be burdened for  them and have sufficient  

prayer—J ohn 3:16; 21:16; 1 Sam. 12:23; Col. 1:3    

III. Wh e th er it  is  in  a  ch urch , a  dis tric t, a  group, or a  particu lar se rvice , a  n u cleu s  of 

se rvin g one s  is  a lw ays  in dispe n sable ; th is  n u cle u s  is  th e  fish in g boat —Matt. 

18:19-20; J oh n  15:16-17; Eccl. 4:12: 

A. Prayer  is the first  th ing tha t  we should care for —Matt. 18:18-20. 

1. If the core members can ga ther  once a  week just  for  prayer , th is will be very good.  

2. They should pray and fellowship with one another  and decide whom should they 

contact . 
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B. The nucleus needs to have a  clear  goa l—to save people and make them par t  of their  

nucleus—Acts 2:42, 46-47.  

IV. Th e Tw elve-Week  New  Bel iever s’ Tr a in ing Lesson s  h e lps  th e  n e w  be lie ve rs  to 

grow  an d advan ce  in  life , tru th , an d th e  gospe l—Eph. 4:13; 1 Tim. 2:4; John 

15:16: 

A. The Mingled Spirit and Calling on the Name of the Lord.   

B. J udicia l Redempt ion  and Organic Sa lva t ion  

C. The Word of Life and Pray-reading the Word 

D. The Tr iune God’s Revela t ion  and His Move  

E . God’s Economy and Consecrat ing to the Lord in Love  

F . The Revela t ion and Exper ience of Chr ist  

G. The Body of Christ  and the Meet ing Life 

H. Knowing the Holy Spir it  and Being Filled with  the Spir it  

I. Serving the Lord and Preaching the Gospel 

J . The Truth and Pract ice of the Church  

K. The God-orda ined Way and Being Revived Every Morning 

L. The Truth of the Kingdom and Chr ist ’s Second Coming 

V. At th e  m an ife s tation  of th e  Ch ie f Sh e phe rd, th ose  w h o she ph erd w illin gly  an d 

fa ith fu lly  w ill be  rew arde d w ith  th e  u nfadin g crow n  of g lory; Ch ris t as  th e  

Ch ie f Sh e ph e rd is  takin g care  of th e  sh e ph e rdin g of His  ch u rch e s. Wh e n  He  

com e s  back, He  w ill re w ard th e  fa ith fu l on e s  w h o coope rate  w ith  Him —1 P e t. 

5:14. 

 

Min istry  Excerpts: 

 

  The whole plan  of redempt ion  involves the uplift ing and glor ifica t ion of man. When we 

rea lly come to understand the Word of God, we will rea lize that  the term chi ldren of God is 

not  so weighty as the term man, and we a lso will rea lize tha t  God's plan, select ion , and 

predest inat ion have a  glor ified man as their  object ive. When we see the place tha t  man 

occupies in the purpose of God, when we see man as the focus of a ll His plans, and when we 

see how the Lord humbled Himself to become a  man, we will learn  to apprecia te a ll men. 

When our  Lord was on  ear th , He sa id, "For  even the Son of Man did not  come to be served, but  

to serve and to give His life as a  ransom for  man y" (Mark 10:45). The Lord's word is clear . The 

Son of Man came to serve many. Many does not  refer  to the church  or  to God's ch ildren, but  to 

a ll men. Fur thermore, He did not  say tha t  the Son of God came to serve, but  the Son of Man. 

Here we see the Lord's a t t itude toward man. 

 

  A ser ious problem with many who are engaged in God's work is their  tota l lack of love 

and respect  for  man, and their  tota l fa ilure to rea lize the va lue of man in God's sight . Today 

we feel as if we have a t ta ined grea t  heights when we begin to love God's ch ildren. Former ly 

we did not  love anyone. Now tha t  we can  love the brothers a  lit t le, we feel as if we have done a  

t remendous th ing. But , brothers and sisters, th is is not  enough. We need to be enlarged by 

God; we need to see that  a ll men are precious to God. Whether  or  not  we will build up a  good 
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spir itua l work depends on  how much we love man and how much interest  we have in  man. 

What  I want  to know is not  whether  we are interested in  a  few par t icu lar ly in telligent  men, a  

few who in  one way or  another  are outstanding, but  whether  we are in terested in man in 

genera l. This is a  mat ter  of grea t  impor tance. The Son of Man's coming fir st ly implies tha t  the 

Lord was in tensely interested in man; He was so interested in  man tha t  He became a m an. 

The Lord was very in terested in man, but  what  is the extent  of our  in terest? We may not  

th ink much of th is or  tha t  individual. But  how does our  Lord look on those people? The Lord 

sa id that  the Son of Man came. This means that  He came in to the midst  of men as the Son of 

Man. It  a lso means that  He is interested in  man, tha t  He has a  feeling for  man, and tha t  He 

has a  h igh  regard for  man. He so va lues man tha t  He took the place of a  man in  order  to serve 

men. It  is amazing tha t  many of God's ch ildren have lit t le concern for  men. We cannot  help 

but  be somewhat  indignant  about  th is apa thy. Brothers and sisters, do we know the meaning 

of the phrase the Son of Man did not  come to be served, but  to serve? We should ponder  these 

words before the Lord. They tell us tha t  Christ  cared for  man. Brothers and sister s, it  is 

absolu tely wrong for  anyone to say, "I am among men, yet  I have no interest  in  them 

whatsoever ." 

   

  An in terest  in  man is a  basic requirement  in  the life of every worker . This does not  mean 

tha t  one picks out  cer tain  individuals and develops an  in terest  only in them. It  does not  mean 

tha t  one can  be exclusively in terested in  and affect ionate towards cer ta in  men. It  means an 

in terest  in  all men. We must  pay at ten t ion  to the Lord J esus, whose outstan ding 

character ist ic is a  feeling and a  love for  a ll men. He was so interested in man tha t  He could 

say, "The Son of Man did not  come to be served, but  to serve." If we go to a  cer ta in place and 

insist  on  not  being served by the men there but  instead serve them, we are not  fa r  from the 

a t t itude we are ta lking about . This would put  us on  the r ight  t rack with  the r ight  stand. 

Brothers and sister s, God's servants cannot  reserve their  love just  for  their  brothers. A worker  

of the Lord is a  tota l failure if he selfish ly reserves his love for  h is brothers. Brother ly love is 

not  the first  th ing on our  list . It  is something in  addit ion to our  love for  a ll men. We have to 

have a  love for  a ll men. J ohn 3:16 says, "God so loved the wor ld." What  does the wor ld refer  

to? It  refers to everyone in  th is wor ld, including unsaved ones and those who have no 

knowledge of God. God loves the world; He loves everyone in  th is wor ld. This is the meaning of 

God so loved the wor ld. If God loves everyone yet  you do not , or  if you extend your  love only 

a fter  a  person has become a  brother , your  hear t  is different  than  the Lord's, and you are not  

qua lified to serve God. Your  hear t  must  be broadened to the extent  tha t  you love everyone and 

are interested in every man. As long as someone is a  man, you should be in terested in h im. 

This is the only way to serve God. (T he Character of the Lord’s Worker, ch . 2) 

 

 

 

 


